	FROM: Laura Olah, Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
              Levonne Stone, Fort Ord Environmental Justice Network
 
WE NEED YOUR ORGANIZATION’S SUPPORT!
 
If you are interested in signing on to the following letter, please provide the following as you’d like it to appear on the letter:
 
· Org name 

· Your name 

· Title 

 
DEADLINE: Friday, January 26, 2007 at 5 pm (central time) 
 
REPLY TO: info@cswab.org
 

LETTER FOR CO-SIGNATURES
 

Judith Winchell (SFD-7) 

United States EPA Region IX

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA  94105

 

RE: Former Fort Ord Superfund Site – Docket No. R9-2007-03

 

January 26, 2007

 

Dear Ms. Winchell,

 

The proposed Administrative Order of Consent does not comply with EPA’s Environmental Justice mandates and policies as it does not require and assure a mechanism for continued public participation and meaningful involvement of community and tribal members in the cleanup and restoration of environmental contamination in and around the former Fort Ord and, by example, all communities threatened by military toxins.   

 

This serious omission is of immense concern as, to the best of our knowledge, this is the first such order issued by the EPA and therefore sets a national precedent for this and countless other communities across the U.S. that are at risk from exposure to military toxins in their environment – risks that are greatest to the developing fetus, infants, and children as the population groups most vulnerable to environmental pollutants.  

 

By both EPA law and policy, the transfer of responsibilities from the federal government to another party (in this case from the U.S. Army to the Fort Ord Reuse Authority) must carry assurances and specific mechanisms for compliance with environmental and economic justice.  Moreover, in communities where a RAB or SSAB have/may be established, these mechanisms would be abruptly terminated as having no provision or resources to continue.   

 

As the local reuse authority, the Fort Ord Reuse Authority has routinely blocked meaningful involvement of affected community members, including specific racial and socio-economic groups, in the economic development planning process.  In fact, no one from the affected community has a seat at the table.  Moreover, the inherent economically-driven mission of the FORA directly conflicts with the community’s right to a cleanup that affords the greatest possible protection of human health and the environment.  
 
The EPA has both the authority and a duty to require fair treatment and meaningful involvement by assuring that community and tribal stakeholders are from all perspectives and are armed with the capacity to participate in policy development as full partners that are afforded necessary support and resources.  

 

For these reasons, we urge the EPA to extend the public comment period, to hold public meetings to actively solicit and incorporate comments from affected community and tribal members, and to withdraw the proposed Administrative Consent Order as it fails to require and assure a mechanism for continued public participation and meaningful involvement of community and tribal members.  
 

Sincerely,

Levonne Stone, Executive Director, Fort Ord Environmental Justice Network

Laura Olah, Executive Director, Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger

 

Other co-signators here
 

 
TO VIEW THE FEDERAL REGISTER, GO TO:
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2006/December/Day-29/f22430.htm
 
 

Laura Olah, Executive Director

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger (CSWAB)

E12629 Weigand's Bay South

Merrimac, WI  53561

Phone: (608)643-3124

Email: info@cswab.org

Website: www.cswab.org

	


