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Comments prepared for the Fort Ord Administrative record

These comments were prepared at the request of the Fort Ord Environmental Justice Network (FOEJN) to provide technical comment to the Army and summarize the report on the Track 1 Proposed Plan for the community. FOEJN represents the affected community in the greater Fort Ord area in the clean up of contamination and ordnance related waste.

Mention of any trade name or commercial product or company does not constitute endorsement by any individual or party that prepared or sponsored this report.

Abbreviations: 
MUNITIONS AND EXPLOSIVES OF CONCERN = Munitions and explosives of concern




UXO= unexploded ordnance




CWM = chemical warfare materials

These comments address the “Proposed Plan, No Further Action Is Proposed for Track 1 Sites at Former Fort Ord, California.”  These comments are a summary of the Proposed Plan and comment on those sites where No Further Action may be the wrong decision.  

Purpose of the Track 1 Report:
This Proposed Plan for Track 1 is a description of the plan for the cleanup of parts of Fort Ord that the Army indicates has no Munitions and Explosives of Concern or little risk to human health. Specifically, this plan proposes to take no further action at 21 sites within the former Fort Ord where there is consistent evidence that there are no munitions and explosives of concern (Munitions and Explosives of Concern).  These areas are shown on the figure included in this report, and taken from the Track 1 RI/FS. Once the Army, the EPA and the state (DTSC) sign off on this plan, the Army will finalize the decision to leave these sites alone.  As with other military sites, if there is a discovery of Munitions and Explosives of Concern, waste, contamination, etc. from the military operations in the future, the Army remains responsible and will return to clean up. Also, the decision has to be revisited in 5 years.

The report describes each of the 21 sites individually, gives the location, what military activities were conducted at each site and the reasons why no further action is proposed.  Where possible, the report indicates what the records indicate.  In areas where sampling was conducted, the report summarizes the results of that sampling. In cases where the Army contractors conducted remediation, that work is described and the results are summarized.

The individual site reports summarize the information at each site and refers to the reports that were produced over the years to support the conclusion.
The proposed plan is the result of the army contractor investigations throughout the Fort Ord area as well as records and archive searches. These searches did result in some investigations, including excavations.  Some of the sites have been residential areas for 30 years or more.  The full investigations are described in the Remedial Investigation/ Feasibility Study that was released in final form in June 2004.  The Archive search results were released previously.

The Plan also states that the Army (or the contractors) will conduct training for any construction personnel who will be digging in any of the 21 sites.  Personnel will be trained in recognizing munitions and explosives of concern and debris.  The Army will also be sure that property owners know who to call and how to reach the proper authorities in case debris or munitions are found in the future.

The one site that seems to still present problems is denoted Site MRS-22- Beach Ranges. This site was used for small arms target practice with the dunes as the backstop for the targets. Consequently, lead bullets and spent shells were found throughout the area.  A cleanup was conducted in the period 1997-2000 to remove lead and spent shells, but the beach area is still littered with spent shells, shown in the attached photo taken in March 2004.

It is my opinion that the Beach Range is not ready for “no further action.”  Such a designation would release the Army from immediate responsibility to conduct additional remedial action.  The problem at the Beach Range is the presence of shell casings.  With shell casings found commonly, there is every reason to wonder if lead levels in the soil remain high.  The shell casings themselves also represent a threat to humans, especially young children.  The attached photograph shows two shell casings found on a site tour of the ranges conducted for Dr. P.L. deFur by Mr. D. Stone in March 2004.  
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Figure 3. Track 1 Site Locations




This figure was taken from the Proposed Plan for Track 1- showing the locations of the 21 sites proposed for no further action.

[image: image2.jpg]



PAGE  
1

